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CLEVELAND PARK CITIZENS ASSOCIATION 
2014/2015 BOARD CANDIDATES 

 
 

 
OFFICER CANDIDATES 

President  
Helen Chamberlin 
I am a native Washingtonian, a fourth generation DC resident and have relocated to Cleveland Park with my 
partner, Christopher Jordan.  I look forward to working with CPCA and help continue improving its 
effectiveness as a voice of the community. I am currently the Deputy Executive Director, Cable in the 
Classroom (CIC), the cable industry’s education foundation and part of the industry’s trade association, the 
National Cable & Telecommunications Association (NCTA).  I am responsible for membership, 
communications and marketing.  With more than 20 years serving in various non-profit organizations, I also 
worked in the for-profit sector with Marriott International’s management accounts team assigned to George 
Washington University and University of MD – University College Conference Center.  I began my career in 
1981 as a Congressional Aide – late-U.S. House of Representative Frank Annunzio (D-IL).  I currently serve 
as Treasurer of the Sewall-Belmont House & Museum - the historic home of The National Woman’s Party 
located on Capitol Hill.  Other volunteer leadership posts included:  Treasurer, Washington Women in PR and 
President, Women in Cable Telecommunications – Washington/Baltimore Chapter.  For two years, I was a 
CBS Radio weekend on-air jock at Classic Rock 94.7.  I hold a MS, Information & Telecoms Systems 
Management - Capitol College and a BS, Food Science - University of MD. 
   
1st

Gina Polidoro 
 Vice President 

I have been a resident of Cleveland Park for nearly 12 years and live on Tilden St with my husband, Michael 
Mundaca, and our two children, Ana, age 14 and Alexander, age 9. We are frequent library-goers, Cleveland 
Park Club swimmers, and patrons of nearly all of the establishments on Connecticut Ave. We enjoy living here 
very much. Things that are important to me are: living in a walkable neighborhood, having the voices of all (or 
at least, the majority) of CP residents heard, and keeping our Connecticut Ave businesses open. I am pleased 
to have the opportunity to serve on the Board of the CPCA. 
 
 
2nd

Christopher Fioravante 
 Vice President 

I was born and raised in the Agricultural Reserve of Montgomery County, Maryland and have lived in 
Cleveland Park since the fall of 2010. I am a management analyst for the United States Government, 
specializing in travel logistics, contracts and procurement, and project management. In May 2010, I graduated 
summa cum laude from Rutgers, The State University of New Jersey with a Bachelor of Arts in History and 
Political Science. At Rutgers University, I was actively involved with the student judicial board where I was 
responsible for educating fellow students about the University’s academic policies. I also served on an 
executive committee tasked with rewriting the University’s academic policy. I have experience coordinating 
community forums and training in crisis intervention and domestic violence survivor advocacy. Today, I 
volunteer with Iona Senior Services and serve as Co-Chair of Cleveland & Woodley Park Village’s Volunteer 
Committee. I have served on CPCA’s Board of Directors since 2012 and am responsible for maintaining the 
Association’s website and Facebook page. 
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Treasurer 
John J. Korbel 
I have lived in Cleveland Park for 30 years, most of which have been in our current home on Newark Street.  
Both of my sons attended NCRC, where I served on the Board. They subsequently went on to other local 
schools.  They both participated in sports for the Police Boys Club, baseball for Northwest Little League, and 
Stoddert Scorer where I also coached, their teams of course. My wife, Pamela, taught at Beauvoir and 
subsequently John Eaton where she spent most of her career, and now works with a non-profit at Anacostia 
High School. Both Pam and I feel particularly connected to Cleveland Park and have a great appreciation for 
our wonderful and friendly neighbors. 
 
I am an economist and spent most of my professional career with the Federal government and with 
PricewaterhouseCoopers in their government consulting practice. Much of my work was in the area of state 
and local economic development and community planning. I have helped communities all over the country 
develop and implement strategies for addressing a range of issues from infrastructure development to helping 
local service providers address the needs of their homeless populations. In addition to my work on the NCRC 
Board (President and Treasurer), I have also served on the Board of the Juvenile Diabetes Research 
Foundation Capitol Chapter (Treasurer) and am currently on the Board of Trustees for the Social Science 
Foundation at the University of Denver. For the past two years, I have served as the Treasurer for CPCA and 
look forward to another year as the Association’s Treasurer. 
 
Recording Secretary 
Margaret Lenzner 
I was born when we were living near Foxhall Village, but my family moved to Cleveland Park (Porter and 
35th) when I was five, so I consider myself a CP "lifer.” My husband, Terry, and I bought our first house on 
Macomb Street in 1969, and our three children were born and raised there. From the early 1970's, I have been 
involved in community-building affairs with various organizations, including Citizens for City Living, which 
preserved McLean Gardens as a desirable community for folks of all ages, Cleveland Park Citizens 
Association, and the Cleveland Park Historical Society. When I was in high school at NCS, I babysat for 
several neighborhood families; some of those parents are still in the same homes I knew with their children. As 
they, and Terry and I, age in place in this wonderful community, I look forward to helping Cleveland Park 
Village grow and thrive.  I look forward to serving on the CPCA Board and helping the Association connect 
with our wonderful community. 
 
Corresponding Secretary 
Ann Hamilton 
I have lived in the same house in Cleveland Park for 42 years.  All three of my children attended John Eaton 
from Kindergarten on (and the Lowell Street School before that), and one of them has now returned to 
Cleveland Park and is raising her three wonderful children here.  I am proud and delighted to be part of a 
three-generation Cleveland Park family.  I was an officer of the Eaton HSA when my kids went there, but for 
25 years I devoted most of my out-of-the-house energies to my career at The World Bank.  Only after I retired 
in 1995, and then graduated from law school at Georgetown, did I begin to apply the analytical and 
organizational skills I had sharpened while working on international development issues to local and 
community development issues.   
 
I served on the national board of the Planned Parenthood Federation of America, and as Chair of the board of 
Planned Parenthood of Metropolitan Washington.  The first major Cleveland Park challenge I worked on was 
saving the beautiful village green we know as Rosedale, and participating in the establishment and running of 
The Rosedale Conservancy.  That has been and remains incredibly gratifying and rewarding. My tenure on the 
board of the Cleveland Park Historical Society was also constructive and educational. I am proud to have been 
on the CPCA Board for the past four years and to have participated in its evolution in a very positive direction. 
I am confident that continued open and respectful discourse can lead us to solutions that will help us maintain 
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the delicate balance of this neighborhood, reflecting the needs of its wide variety of residents, and addressing 
its problems while limiting the negative impacts of the solutions. I look forward to serving another year. 
 
 

  
AT LARGE CANDIDATES 

Ruth Caplan 
Having lived on 34th Place since 1984, I am very grateful for all the committed Cleveland Park neighbors who 
have devoted tremendous amounts of time and energy to create and preserve what makes Cleveland Park such 
a wonderful place to live.  The Cleveland Park Club, Rosedale, Tregaron, our local library and public spaces 
around our shops, the Historic District, the John Eaton school HSA, and yes, my beloved Cleveland Park Book 
Club now starting its 81st

 
 year, represent hundreds of hours volunteered by people in this community.  

When I first ran for election four years ago, I said I’d like to explore how we can become more 
environmentally responsible as a community.  It’s been very gratifying to have CPCA create the Greening 
Cleveland Park Working Group.  My hope is that we use this experience to continue working together locally 
so that more members become actively involved in the work of CPCA and in making Cleveland Park an even 
better place to live. Good communication will continue to be one of my goals for CPCA. 
 
My professional career has primarily centered on advocacy for the environment, beginning in my local 
community of Oswego on Lake Ontario where we prevailed over 6 of the 7 electric utilities in the state that 
wanted to build more nuclear plants. Then, after getting a Masters in Public Administration, I worked for a 
watershed association outside of Boston. Later I came to DC to advocate for non-nuclear energy solutions and 
then became Executive Director of Environmental Action and its foundation which were founded in the wake 
of Earth Day 1970.  Over the years, I’ve chaired two national committees for the Sierra Club on energy and 
corporate accountability and a task force on water privatization. My work has also involved an international 
focus on issues of trade and the environment.  Currently I coordinate a national campaign, Defending Water 
for Life, which works with towns to help them become empowered to protect their community.  
 
Karen Lightfoot 
I have lived in Cleveland Park for over twenty years with my partner, George Kundanis.  We first lived in a 
condo in Ordway Gardens, and  then in 2003 we bought our cozy 1919 bungalow on  Ordway Street.  I am a 
member of the Cleveland Park Historical Society and have a deep appreciation for the architectural diversity of 
our neighborhood. 
 
I currently work as the Communications Director for the House Energy and Commerce Committee (Rep. 
Henry A. Waxman, Ranking Member), which has wide jurisdiction ranging from healthcare to energy and the 
environment to telecommunications policy.  Previously, I had worked for a non-profit focused on poverty 
issues.  I am happy to have the opportunity to serve on the Board of the CPCA and to work together on ways 
to make Cleveland Park an even better place to live, work, and visit. 
 
Clark Madigan 
My family moved to Macomb Street from Capitol Hill 12 years ago, and we have grown to cherish the 
community experience that is Cleveland Park. We have been active with our neighbors in the preservation and 
restoration of the environment surrounding our homes, now called the Tregaron Conservancy, and we have 
been members of the Cleveland Park Citizens Association since we moved here.  
 
My business career has included 20 years as a successful entrepreneur in telecommunications infrastructure 
businesses preceded by a 25-year run in commercial and investment banking. 
I presently serve on the investment committee of the board for Quality Trust for Individuals with Disabilities. I 
have also served as a financial advisor to the Lt Joseph P. Kennedy Institute, on the Capital Campaign 
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Committee for the expansion of Georgetown Day High School, and for seven years as board member and 
treasurer of Burgundy Farm Country Day School in Alexandria. I have enjoyed serving on the CPCA Board 
the last four years and I am pleased to serve for another term as the Association continues to improve and 
grow. 
 
Mark Rosenman 
I am a native New Yorker and moved to Cleveland Park in 1998, thirty years after arriving in DC.  I’ve been a 
member of CPCA since then and have been active on a variety of neighborhood issues; I chaired the 
committee responsible for the hotly contested Association elections in 2009 and have been on the board for the 
last three years. I am “generally retired,” although I publish opinion pieces (as a nonprofit sector activist and 
scholar) regularly in The Chronicle of Philanthropy, the Huffington Post, PhilanTopic, and elsewhere.  My 
wife, Mary Lee Stein, and I live on Newark Street near Connecticut Avenue. 
 
Andrew D. Sens 
My wife and I relocated to Cleveland Park in 2002, a homecoming in a way as we had lived in Woodley Park 
on first arriving in Washington as students over forty years ago.  I joined the U.S. Foreign Service shortly 
afterward moving here and Sharon and I continued to live in the Washington area, though with many years 
abroad on assignments in Uganda, France, Norway, Iran, Pakistan and Argentina.  During Washington 
assignments, I at one point managed U.S. participation in a range of international environmental issues, 
directed U.S. relations with Argentina, Brazil and other “Southern Cone” countries and then served in the 
Clinton White House as executive secretary (chief of staff) of the National Security Council.   
      
In 1997, I accepted an appointment to an international commission created by the British and Irish 
governments to assist in decommissioning paramilitary arms in Northern Ireland.  Successfully completing this 
last task took some thirteen years and I only retired with the commission’s final report to the two governments 
in 2011.  Since then I have done some volunteer work and we have sought out opportunities for walking, here 
and in Italy and France. 

 

 
EX-OFFICIO MEMBER 

Susie Taylor     
I have been a Cleveland Park resident for 30 years and have been active in many aspects of life in this 
community. While my daughter attended John Eaton, I Co-Chaired the school auction. I served on the board of 
the Cleveland Park Club for 15 years and as president for nearly 10 of those years. My professional 
background is in commercial real estate development. I retired after the arrival of our second child.  
 
For the last four years, I have been honored to serve as President of the CPCA. During that time, the CPCA 
produced three annual Cleveland Park Days, coordinated streetscape improvements on Connecticut Avenue, 
updated the Association Articles and By-laws, applied and received 501C3 status with the IRS, sponsored 
membership initiatives (particularly Aging in Place), implemented the new CPCA website, and worked 
diligently to improve communication between CPCA members. I will continue my involvement in the 
Connecticut Avenue Coalition to diminish vacancy rates, improve the streetscape and encourage vibrancy. 
 
In addition to serving on the CPCA Board, I serve on the Board of a non-profit Child Development Center in 
Anacostia and manage a working ranch in Emigrant, Montana. 
 


