
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
Hello Friends and Neighbors, 
  
The October 6th Library meeting was informative and thought-
provoking (and opinion-provoking to be sure). Here's a recap of 
the evening's speakers for those who were unable to attend. 
  
Richard Reyes-Gavilan, director of DCPL, spoke first to mention 
that the new design was preliminary, based on community 
feedback from meetings and focus groups, and was not final. He 
then addressed the still unsolved issue of the interim space. At the 
moment, they are waiting to hear from a prospective landlord, and 
hope to be able to continue many of the programs already in place, 
especially story time for children. He then turned the microphone 
over to Cleveland Park Library Branch Manager Barbara Gauntt, 
who talked specifically about children's programming and how it 
would be affected and changed until the new library opens. She is 
talking with All Souls Church (at Cathedral and Connecticut) and 
the Zoo and hopes to have some programming in place at these 
locations. Also, many of you may not know that elementary school 
students come to story time at the library and read to the younger 
ones; when the library is closed, this will be reversed and the 
young children will visit the students at their schools. Rest assured 
Ms. Gauntt is doing everything she can to serve our 
neighborhood's youngest residents, keeping them in books and in 
good company.  
  
Reyes-Gavilán then discussed the lessons they have learned from 
previous DCPL renovations. Most relevant to the discussion here is 
that they do not want to copy other libraries, natural light is 



essential, assembly spaces need to be larger, and aesthetics and 
functionality should be the most important guiding points during 
the design process.  
  
Next, MD Nebakht, from Brailsford and Dunlavey laid out a 
"calendar" of the next steps: 
  
Schematic design: October 2015 
Regulatory Reviews (Cleveland Park Historical Society, Historic 
Preservation Review Board and Commission of Fine Arts) 
October/November 2015 
Interim Library opening Spring 2016 
Demolition of CPL Spring/Summer 2016 
New library opening Fall 2017 
  
  
Matt Bell, principal architect of the firm Perkins Eastman, then 
gave a presentation addressing the specifics of the new library and 
how the spaces differ from the existing spaces: 
  
Children's space will increase from 1,925 sq feet to 4,312 sq feet 
Adult's space will increase from 5,110 sq feet to 7,174 sq feet 
Assembly rooms will increase from 3,073 sq feet to 4,915 sq feet 
A new space for teens will be created, measuring 643 sq feet 
The entry will increase from 2,241 sq feet to 5,352 sq feet 
Non-library space (maintenance spaces, storage, etc) will decrease 
from 2,813 sq feet to 1,738 square feet 
Friends of the CP Library will be allotted 300 sq feet, which is a 
decrease from their current space (not sure exactly how much), but 
it is twice as large as other library's Friends spaces, each having 
about 150 sq feet 
  
At the moment, the "usable" library space is about 15,000 square 
feet; the new usable space will be a little over 24,000 sq feet, an 
overall increase of about 9,000q feet. The library will have three 



levels, all of which will be ADA accessible. Also, there will be 
more than one bathroom. We are all cheered to hear that. 
  
After the specifics, Mr. Bell discussed the community input they 
had received from meetings at the library and focus groups, and 
how the information gathered guided the design process. He then 
unveiled the design to mixed reactions. Some loved the open, 
glassy design, others didn't. Mr. Bell discussed at length the 
interpretation of the neighborhood's residential and business 
district architecture, and touched on the buildings that influenced 
the new library design: the Kennedy-Warren, the Uptown Theater, 
and the old Yenching Palace, which we all currently know as 
Walgreens. He also talked about the homes nearest the library, 
which influenced the design to include an outdoor "porch" area, 
accessible from the second floor, allowing patrons to sit outside 
and take in the commercial area while they read. The other things 
considered were an open entry, garden spaces and better 
landscaping, the use of wood for a natural aesthetic, flexible 
assembly spaces for community meetings, and ample natural light. 
The "storefront" window dimensions echo the commercial 
storefront spacing across the street.  
  
Tim Bertsinger, project architect with Perkins Eastman, talked 
about making the new library "net zero," which makes as much or 
more energy as the building uses over one year. Measures to be 
considered in the design process will be: insulation, smart use of 
glass and natural light, installing energy efficient lights, using 
daylight dimmers and motion-sensor lights, installing an efficient 
HVAC system, and educating library employees on simple, 
energy-saving measures (opening and closing shades, unplugging 
things at night, etc.) 
  
Mr. Bell's slideshow will be posted on the DCPL website, for those 
interested in the power point presentation: Cleveland Park Library 
Construction Project . 



All are encouraged to review and respond.  
  
Best wishes, 
Gina Polidoro 
President	  


