Youth makea blg dliference, author shows

By ANDRIA MOORE
Current Coespondent

wo brothers, around 6 and

8 years old. approached the

front of the room. Both
boys wore biue T-shirts embla-
zoned with “No Waste Race”
across the back. They shuffled
slightly as they spoke to a crowd
of around 60 about the efforts
they will make o reduce trash
and pollution at the Maret Fun

outside in the woods and he
would follow and sit with me.”
ASbewxotehaﬁrststory“Kmy
 Adventures,” when she was 8.

“One day | came home and

4 found out that they were planning

‘bulldoze the woods near my
L "dtsmd."lfchﬂmﬂm

for the Planet,” 2 documentary
series that explores children’s
worldwide environmental
impacts.

“Olivia’s Oil Spill,” shown at
the event, explored the struggle
an |1-year-old in Hopedale, La.,
faced during the BP oil spill of
2010. Olivia Bouler worried that
the spill would harm brown peli-
cans during nesting, and wrote
lenters promising to send one of
her watercolor drawings to any-
one who would donate $5 to help
protect the pelicans. The story
made national and international
news, eventually gamering more
than $200,000 for a nearby nature
conservancy.

The story was so powerful that
Cherry also wrote a book with the
same litle as the documentary.
“Young Voices for the Planet”

numerous stories simi-
lar to Olivia's. Many of the chil-
dren interviewed had never real-




idaughter Alexa were mvnted to
~ speak alongside Cherry about
- their own personal environmental
. efforts. Like her mother, Alexa
h” participated in sustainability
- events, including cleanup efforts
~ for Rock Creek Park.
“I’ve been so inspired by all
~ the different ways people are
f- ‘{’ ‘helping,” said 14-year-old Alexa.
eeks ¢ ~.? “I want to continue participating
% }' — as much as | can in hclpmgthc
-;95{ envnromncm.”

{nzgevmt, haveapowerﬁﬂxmpact “I like to
ut for her think of it as the future is suing
- the present,” she said. “Sudden-
3 ‘ “ ‘.l‘y, it’s 2 whole different way of
thmhngwhen[aduhs]atecon-
fronted with the future.”
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